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LOOK WHO'S CELEBRATING!
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Come & worship!
April 4, 2010 — Easter

The journey begun by Jesus and his
followers takes us to a cemetery. We
have called this journey our “Journey to
Hope”. Who would think to look for
hope in a cemetery? Seems ridiculous,
doesn'tit? A cemetery is a place to say
good-bye, a place where closure
happens. Yet, Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome found
something quite different. What will
Easter morning bring for us? Please
read Mark 16:1-8 for Rev. Dr. Maxwell's
sermon, “A Journey to Hope: Easter.”
Holy Communion will be celebrated.

April 11, 2010 — 2" Sunday of Easter

With the horror of the crucifixion fresh in
their minds and the resurrection is only
a rumor, the disciples huddle together in
a room thinking about how to get out
town safely. It is then that Jesus
appears before the disciples in an easily
recognizable form. His identity isn’t
veiled, as it had been to Mary
Magdalene. Jesus uses his first post-
resurrection appearance to all his
disciples to offer them a twofold gift: his

abiding peace and encouragement to
unlock the doors and open themselves
to the world. What doors might need to
be opened in our lives? Please read
John 20:19-31 for Rev. Dr. Maxwell's
sermon, “Open Doors.”

April 18, 2010 — 3" Sunday of Easter

Rodney Gasaway, the Director of
Community Development for the Joy
Southfield Community Development
Corporation, will be preaching.

April 25, 2010 — 4™ Sunday of Easter

Once again Jesus is embroiled in
controversy with the religious leaders,
this time at the festival of Dedication
(Hannukah). Atissue is his identity.
Jesus declares he is the “Messianic
Shepherd.” By doing this Jesus
attempts to describe his relationship
with his followers by using the “figure of
speech” of sheep and shepherds,
putting an emphasis on security. What
might the implications be for us? Please
read John 10:22-30 for Rev. Dr.
Maxwell’s sermon, “Everything’s in
Hand.”



UNITED METHODIST WIEN

So what do you have planned for the morning of April 4"? If the date sounds
familiar you're right, it's Easter morning. How about celebrating the morning of
Easter with a sunrise service sponsored by the youth of our church? ; OK, it's not
really a “sunrise” service, after all how many high school age youth really get up
to see the sunrise? The Guiding Force youth group will lead us in an Easter
morning sunrise service at 7:30 a.m., even though my computer tells me the sun
will really rise at 7:10 a.m. What does all of this have to do with the United
Methodist Men, who are slightly older than the Guiding Force youth? The UMM
will offer a special Easter morning breakfast immediately after the conclusion of
the sunrise service. Since our monthly meeting date coincides with Easter
morning the UMM decided that rather than have a speaker they will dedicate
themselves to making, serving, and cleaning up for all who choose to join us for a
magnificent Easter breakfast meal.

Since it seems like spring has come early it seems appropriate to make an early
announcement of the United Methodist Men’s annual charity golf outing. The
annual extravaganza will be held on June 19™, 2010 at Whispering Willows Golf
course. The “Awards Cookout”, our excuse to get together to talk and eat, will be
held after the outing. All of the proceeds for the outing will go towards local
missions that are supported by the United Methodist Men. All of the details will
be announced next month. However, given the good weather it seemed like a
good idea to give you a ‘heads up’ so you can go out and polish up your game

and avoid some of those first tee embarrassments.
{ -
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SOCIAL JUSTICE SMALL GROUP

HAITI: TRAGEDY & HOPE

Please consider attending a very informative asgirmg presentation about Haiti, its
tragic history and signs of development and hopegeooup is hosting on Saturday, April
24, from 4:00 to approximately 6:00 p.m. We wgither in Wesley Hall at 4:00p.m.
with a very light, Haitian inspired meal. Our spegkVis. Kimberly Redigan, will begin
her presentation at 4:30p.m.

The very word Haitconjures images of extreme poverty, of politicatability, of a land
lacking in social and natural resources. The recatastrophic earthquake has exposed
the country’s poor infrastructure and resultingnanbbility to natural disasters. Amidst
Haiti's tragic past and present, there are hopg#ukelopments, examples of Haitians
achieving college educations, establishing smalrimsses, working in community
organizations to improve local conditions. Mariyhese efforts are facilitated through
partnerships with non-profit organizations in theitdd States. An example is Fondwa
University. Established in 2004 with the assistapiceon-profit groups, Fondwa
University is the first University in Haiti establied specifically for the rural poor.

Our speaker, Kimberly Redigan, visited Fondwa Ursitg last summer and attended
graduation ceremonies. She also spent time irdBRrince learning about a micro-
loan program supported by many in the U.S., engladidinary Haitians establish small
businesses. Ms. Redigan will provide a histori@kpective, describe the community
based development initiatives she observed andgeanformation about programs and
organizations supporting these initiatives.

Kimberly Redigan teaches theology at U of D Jedigh School. She has a Master’s
degree in Social Justice from Marygrove Colleghe B active in Pax Christ, a Catholic
Peace organization, and with the Michigan PeacenTé&/e are very happy she has
agreed to speak at our event.
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We are a group of couples who started to get tavkeach other during coffee hour. We
talked lightly for a long time about getting togettoutside of church, which then formed
a basis to create a social group. Not everyorikdrgroup has kids, we range in age but
we all love having fun and laughing. Our actist&re varied and are once a month on a
Saturday night. It's an adult only group but welhdtwe one family event in the summer.
We are always welcoming new couples in so don'stbe Feel free to call the church or
email Sharon Gesse dsgesse@aol.cofor more details or to be added to our email list
so that you don’t miss any of our plans!

Upcoming Events

May — Gathering hosted by the Phillips’; Details to come

June —Family gathering hosted by the Carpenters’; Detalcome.
July — Gathering hosted by the Schroeder’s; Details toeco
August through December— Still looking for hosts! ***

As always, don't be shy to join in, we are alwaytoeming in new people.
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The Growth & Membership (G&M) committee is working hard to keep the
congregation informed and up to date on the exciting things happening at FUMC!

Have you checked out our website lately? Visit us at www.farmingtonfumc.org.
Kerry Doyle and the G&M committee have been working diligently switching the
format to be vibrant with photos, calendars and up to date information about what
is going on with our church. We are doing this in conjunction with our Facebook
page. Are you a fan of our page yet? Our website and Facebook page are great
resources for anyone who is “church shopping” or just wants to keep up with
some of the things that are going on at FUMC.

Have you ever had a question during service and not know who to ask? If you
answered yes, then look for the red name tag. Members of the G&M committee
and other members from the congregation will be wearing a red name tag with
“May | Help You?” in big bold letters. Whether you are new to the church, getting
reacquainted, a guest or just need help with something, it will be easy to spot a
red nametag. The red nametags will be used instead of someone standing at the
welcome table.
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Opportunities for Ministry and Fellowship

These organizations can usually use help. If timgermits, and you wish to help, see
the following list of organizations and phone numbes. This list is elastic and
flexible in nature, should you wish to make any aditions.

Baldwin Avenue (Soup Kitchen)

Cass United Church & Center (Pastor Faith Fowler)

Costick Center

Farmington Youth Assistance

Focus Hope

Food Bank of Oakland County
Gleaners Food Bank

Habitat for Humanity

Harbor Light (Detroit Lawton Center)

248-332-6101
313-883-2277
248-473-1816
248-489-3434
313-474-5500
248-332-1473
313-923-3535
734-459-7744
313-36136

Food preparation for daily delivery program d balttess for women attending evangelical

meetings at the center.
Harbor Light (Pontiac)

248-334-2407

Providing food (sandwiches, cookies etc.) for wiagrcenter

Haven from Domestic Violence

Heifer Project (Donations)

Jail Ministry - Oakland Co. (Carolyn Wik)
Meals on Wheels

Methodist Childrers Home (Steven Dingman)
One To One, 1182 W. Boston Blvd.
Salvation Army

Seedlings (Braille Book Productions)

248-334-1274
800-422-0755
2484-6573
248-473-1825
313-531-9464
313-865-8844
248-240-0897
800-Bbb2
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FUN AND FELLOWSHIP MOVIE NIGHT AT THE REDFORD
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Joy-Southfield
Community Development Corporation (J-SCDC)

Sunday

We welcome Rodney Gasaway to our worship service @&unday, April 18. Rodney
is the Director of Community Development for the Jg-Southfield Community
Development Corporation (J-SCDC), a local United M#odist initiated and
supported non-profit organization. J-SCDC is dediated to neighborhood
revitalization in Detroit through family life-skill support and community economic
development.

Rodney will preach our message during the worshipesvices, providing more
information on the important works for J-SCDC- their history, services, and how
we can get involved as a church and as individuals.

A luncheon will be served in Wesley Hall followingvorship for you to learn more
about our church Outreach activities including NOAH project, serving meals at
ETS and Aldersgate, UMCOR kits, CROP Walk, missiortrips to Mississippi and
Appalachia, and of course J-SCDC.

Please plan to join us for this special Outreach Sulay on April 18.

THANK YOU FROM JOY - SOUTHFIELD - -

| am pleased to share the gratitude expressed by opatients, staff and volunteers
by thanking you for your 2009 Detroit District Mini stry Jubilee and Advance
Special donations totaling $766.04 to Joy-Southf@lCommunity Development
Corporation.

In 2009 the clinic provided over 3,800 free primarycare visits, dispensed over 5,500
prescription medications, administered over 900 dignostic laboratory tests and 300
persons availed themselves of preventive health aneeliness education.

Thank you - Joseph Ellison, Board Chair

-23-



Our March 3rd trip to the Ecumenical Theological Seminary to help feed the homeless was very
rewarding to everyone. From our church were Judy Hanson, Tom Horton, Peter Kalakailo, Clara
Lawrence, Frank Wassilak and |I. We were joined there by members of the 1st Presbyterian of
Milford, who provided the food and people from ETS, 30 servers in all. 100 homeless were served
a sit down dinner and received a brown bag lunch to go also. They were all polite and
appreciative church. Make plans to go with us next year, once you go you're hooked.

The churches connection with the Joy-Southfield Community Development Corp. has already
started with Clara Lawrence and Rebecca Picard going down to Central Methodist to paint with
the Bishop's team from Chicago. Clara even sat with the Bishop for lunch and received an invite
to stop in when she came to Chicago. They are redoing the room that the homeless eat in at the
N.O.A.H. project. Hear more about the Joy-Southfield connection when Rodney Gasaway
preaches at our church on Sunday, April 18th.

Lots of sweet yummy's at the Bake Sale were sold out on Sunday, March 14th. Thanks to all the
bakers and eaters we collected $354.00 dollars for the food to be served at Aldersgate UMC on
Thursday, April 15th.

There is still a great need for Health Kits for Haiti. Let's continue to fill up the box in the east
narthex across from the Library.

Good news, the case of latex gloves we sent to Beatrice Gbanga, our missionary in Sierra Leone
to use by the Midwives finally arrived. You know the Bible said; "The Lost Shall Be Found." Praise
God. We have another ready to go, but Beatrice gave us a better way to send. This is all
accomplished by what the Church donates at the Bake Sales.

Clara Lawrence and Pat Bradley, Co-Chair

" #$%%  &'() ! ! I
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United Methodist Women

Methodist Women'’s Board Meeting will
be on Wednesday,
April 7™, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.

Circle Meetings:

Anna Cook Circle Meeting is
Wednesday, April 14th at Noon
Bring a sandwich

Lydia Circle Meeting is Friday,
April 16™ at Nancy Merrell

United Methodist Women

General Meeting: Wednesday, April
28th at Noon.

Bring a sandwich

Program: Reading program
Speaker: Karen Brichford

PLEASE REMEMBER SALVATION
ARMY & ST. ALEXANDER

CHURCH

Needed canned goods and non-
perishable items. This is a church-
wide ongoing project to help adults in
need.

The Spring Rummage Salevill be
on May 13" & 14"

Setup will be Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday (May 10 — 12th). We need
assistance setting up, sorting items
and pricing. After the sale on Friday
we need to help pack-up everything to
give to Salvation Army.

Our UMW are collecting items for Methodist Childigome through Church Women
United (CWU). The items disposable cameras & iragye photo albumSND

new/used sports equipmenill be taken to the CWU Marct'&nd April 12 meetings.
Please place any items in the UMW box on top oibed food box at the lower level
elevator. Deadline for collecting is April 12. ks for your continued support for
UMW and CWU Mission Projects. Contact Margaretibey @ 248-561-6825 for

further information.
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2010 United Methodist Reading Program
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Workshop on Sunday, April 18, 2010
Samaritan Counseling Center Lay Caregiver Series

Families Coping with a Loved One’s Addiction
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SCC website: www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com
Email: info@samaritancounselingmichigan.com
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APRIL

Sunday, April 4
Sunday, April 11
Sunday, April 18
Wednesday, April 21
Saturday, April 24

Sunday, April 25

May
Sunday, May 2
Sunday, May 9

Sunday, May 16
Sunday, May 30

_NGQGuiding Force meeting (Have a great Easter!)

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
5:00 PM -6:30 PM
5:00 PM -6:30 PM
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Guiding Fofafficers meeting
Guiding Force meeting

Guiding Forceating

Mongolian BB@nhdraiser (located in Novi)
ChristmagAiation (Jr. & Sr. Guiding Force)

_NGGuiding Force meeting

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Guiding Force inget
_N@uiding Force meeting (Happy Mother’s Day!)

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Guiding Forcetinge(Year End Celebration!!)
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM  Youth Ushering
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NEWS. .. NEWS. .. NEWS. . .NEWS. .
READ ALL ABOUT IT!

It is the grand traditional of Methodism and John W esley that
every member of the Methodist Society should stay | nformed. . .
that was the beginning of issuing leaflets, booklet s and books.

True to that tradition, our church has continued th
years to inform the members of our church family ab
deaths, weddings, illnesses, church activities and

IS important to our church family:

roughout the
out births,
anything that

The Methodist Monthly (news and notes) was publishe  d from
1956 until 1964 when Rev Russell Sursaw was our min  ister.

From 1964 until 1974 “the lamplighter” was our news letter when

Rev. Richard Markham served as our minister.

From 1973 until 1975 during Rev. John Howell’'s mini  stry, “the

Evangel” was printed monthly and distributed to our members.
From 1981 until the present “The Gospel Truth” has served to
inform the membership of important events in the li fe of our

church, started during the ministry of Rev. Charles Beynon.
And now . . . we continue in the tradition with Ann St. John as
our editor. Itis a very big task for Ann and her diligence is truly
appreciated. When you see Ann, take a minute to th  ank her for
her work on our newsletter!!

From the Historical Committee
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How have Rev. Maxwell and Mrs. Maxwell touched your life during
their 9 years at Farmington First? The Farewell Committee would like
to assemble a nice booklet for them with your thoughts and thank
yous.

Please put your written or typed messages in the Staff Parish mail
slot in the Library before May 31, 2010.
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Dear Church Family,
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To All the congregation of First United Methodigh@ch — thank you for celebrating my
birthday with me. It was wonderful ! lovedd - Betty Haines

Thank you to all the ladies and gentlemen who theyged with all of the funeral
luncheon’s at First whenever needed. Betty
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