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MUSIC MINISTRIES 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 9, Farmington First's 
Music Ministries will present the cantata "Come 

to the Cross and Remember" at both worship services. 
 

As stated by Pepper Choplin, composer: 
"Christ's journey to the cross is filled with images of His sacrificial love for 

us: the Palms, the Bread and the Cup, the 
Robe and the Crown of Thorns, the Nails, and the Shroud. During the 
interludes between choruses, each of the images is brought forward, 

creating a moving tableau." 
 

Please join us for this musical worship experience. 
 

For the Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost. 

Luke 19:10 

 



- 2 - 

Whatôs Next? 

  
Hello First Church Family, I pray this article finds you enjoying the 

peace of our Lord! In the last week of February, you were invited to 

participate in reading groups for the book Our Iceberg Is Melting by 

John Kotter. The book was offered as a tool to help us think about 

the process for how successful change occurs within an organization. The reading groups 

provided the opportunity for purposeful conversation surrounding a series of discussion 

questions. The goal for reading this book was to offer us a common language as we 

discuss our hopes and apprehensions for our church. There were over forty persons who 

participated in a reading group and the discussions were stimulating. 

 One of the concerns that arose from the reading groups was: What happens now? 

Where do we go from here? Now we begin scheduling a series of discussions to review 

the core values of First Church, so we can gain clarity about who we are, what we value 

and why we do the things we do. Why are we discussing our core values? It is important 

to periodically re-examine our core values to determine if they continue to accurately 

state our beliefs. In addition, if weôre seeking to attract and retain new people (grow), we 

must clearly state who we are and why we do the things we do (core values). 

 The results of our discussion on our core values will inform a vision team (5 

people) who will prayerfully craft a new mission statement that will be memorable, 

motivational and measurable. Why do we need a new mission statement? A mission 

statement clearly articulates the aspiration of an organization, gives tangible goals for an 

organization to reach, and allows the organization to measure its progress. A mission 

statement helps determine, direct and focus our creative energy as a community of faith. 

Once a new mission statement has been drafted, another small group meeting will be 

convened to present the mission statement for discussion. After the small group 

meeting(s), an all-church meeting will be convened to present the mission statement for 

approval. Once a new mission statement has been approved, weôll begin the process for 

evaluating and aligning our ministries toward accomplishing our new stated mission.  

 The journey ahead will not always be easy and there be seasons of discomfort. 

However, I believe God is at work shaping and molding our church into a more vibrant 

part of Godôs vineyard. 

         Blessings,  

         Pastor Anthony 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

  

  

 

Lenten Sermon Series 2017 

For April 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor Anthony will continuing his  

7 part Lenten Sermon Series entitled: 

 

 

Forgiven, Forgive. 

 

 

In this series, Pastor Anthony will explore what Psalm 32:1-11 

teaches us about the benefit of forgiveness, the weight of un -

forgiveness, the process of receiving forgiveness and the 

wisdom to seek Godõs forgiveness. We invite you, your family 

and friends to join us for this Lenten Sermon Series.  
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                                FUMC   

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER  

                  Volunteer Schedule               

                                               Times to volunteer:*                       

          

10:30 a.m. to sanitize  

                               2-4 p.m. to p repare food & set up  

                               5:15-6:15 p.m. host or hostess  

                                             Greeter at main door  

                               4-6 p.m. to serve  

                               6-7 p.m. to clean up 

                               7 p.m. take laundry home  

                       

                  òI was hungry and you gave Me food 

                   I was thirsty and you gave Me drink;  

                      I was a stranger and you took Me in.ó         
                                                                     Matthew 25:35  

 

         2017 Community Dinner Dates 

April 28  

May 26  

June 30  

July 28  

August 25  

September 29  

October 27  

November 24  

December 29  
Choose to Be a Blessing! 

     1.  Choose a month 

          2.  Choose a time 

               3.  Choose a task 

Choose to SERVE at a Community Dinner 
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Remember, everyone, to leave your news in my mailbox in the 

Library!!  Thank you. 

 

 

A C ommunity Good Friday 

service will be held at North 

Congregational Church, 36520 Twelve  

Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI 48331 on 

Friday April 14 at 12 Noon.  
 

 

 

2016-17 United Methodist Reading Program  

 

All  (men & women) are invited to attend the book discussion for 

the United Methodist Reading Program.  We meet on selected 

Saturdays at 10:00am  to discuss the chosen book(s).   

 

Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 10:00am,  

at Panera Bread, 34635 Grand River, Farmington  

 

The book is still undecided but will be from the 

Education for Mission category.  Please save the date and 

watch the May Gospel Truth fo r the selected book title.  

 

Reading Program Category:  Education for Mission  

Contact Karen Brichford if you have questions.  
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Books & Bitᴅs 

 
The next meeting of Books & Bitᴅs is Sunday, 
April 23, 2017 at 2:30pm in the church library.  
The book is Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar.  
Carolina is spending her summer in a New 
Mexico desert helping move her grandfather 
from his sheep ranch to a home for people with 
dementia.  What can she learn from Grandpa 
Serge and his stories? 

 

Books & Bitᴅs is open to women and girls ages 12 and up (ages 12-
15 need to be accompanied by a mom or substitute mom).  Call 
Jennie Macy at (248) 521-8546 with questions.  We hope you will join 
us! 

The books that we read and discuss are selected by the group.  We 
encourage mothers and fathers to read the books to be sure they are 
appropriate for their daughter. 

 

Stewardship - 
 

Thru the year we need to continue to remember some of 

our ñmembership vowsò ï 

Remain a faithful member of Christôs holy church and 

serve as Christôs representative in the world 

Be loyal to Christ through the United Methodist church and do all in your 

power to strengthen its ministries 

Faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, your service and your witness. 
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Library Book Review  
An inspiring memoir in the church library is The End 
of Your Life Book Club, by Will Schwalbe. It is also a 
2015 addition to the Nurturing for Community section 
of the United Methodist Womenôs Reading Program. 
It is the true story of a man, Will Schwalbe and his 
mother Mary Anne Schwalbe. Mary Anne led a remarkable life. As the Founding 
Director of the Womenôs Refugee Commission she worked to better the lives of 
refugees in settings around the globe, including Afghanistan, Liberia, Sudan and 
Thailand. 

As the book opens she is dying of cancer. She and her son find 
themselves spending countless hours together in hospital waiting 
rooms and decide to form an informal book group. For a period of two 
years they discuss an eclectic array of books covering a wide variety 
of issues including faith and courage as well as topics such as 
expressing gratitude and learning to listen. During these precious last 
years they form a new, stronger bond. Throughout they are constantly 

reminded of the power of books to comfort. All books they discussed are listed, 
including the classic devotional Mary read every day ï Daily Strength for Daily 
needs. 
This book can be found in the United Methodist Womenôs section of the library 
with the call number UMW NFC 616.99 Sch.  If it is not there you can request it by 
filling out a card and putting it on the table with your name, book title and date. 
The loan period for library books is 3 weeks. 
 

 

All Graduates  please provide Sherry Young with a 

picture and information regarding th e institution of 
learning you are graduating from as well as  where you 

will be studying in the fall.   Be sure to add information 
about any extra school activities you were involved in.  

GRADUATION SUNDAY IS JUNE 4, 2017 and GRADUATES WILL BE 

HONORED AT TH E UM MENõS BREAKFAST AS WELL AS IN THE 9:30 AM 
WORSHIP SERVICE.   
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UMM Breakfast  
 

  Breakfast will be served at 8 am on Sunday, April 2nd. As 

always our main course will be scrambled eggs, potatoes 

OôBrien and sausage. We will also have oatmeal, berries, 

cereal fresh donuts, coffee, OJ and milk. All this for a 

suggested goodwill offering of $5. Our guest speaker will 

be our own Rev.  Dr. Anthony Hood. This is a great way to 

learn more about our Pastor.  

 

  We will also be serving breakfast on April 16th, Easter 

Sunday. If you donôt normally join us on the first Sunday of 

the month this is a great way to start. No speaker on Easter 

Sunday but lots of fellowship. Hope to see you on the 2nd 

and the 16th! 
 

 

 

UMM The menôs group serves breakfast 

the first Sunday of each month (not July 

and August) at 8 a.m. in Wesley Hall.  
We normally have a guest speaker. We take July 

and August off. Our two BIG fundraisers are a golf 

outing the Saturday before Fatherôs Day and a 

greens sale in November. 
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 PIECEMAKER QUILTERS : 
 

Our group will meet on Monday, April 17th from 9:00 am to 
noon and/or 6:30 to 9:00 pm in Wesley Hall.   
 

We always welcome new and experienced quilters to our 
group.  Our contact person is Susan Cook - 248-478-4711 

if you have any questions. 
 

Please note that on Sunday, April 30th the Piecemakers' Spring Craft 
Sale will be held in the Atrium between services.  We will offer 
items sewn by our quilters.   
 

The majority of the proceeds from the sale will be donated to the 
Church's Building Restoration Fund.   In 2015, we donated 
approximately $900.00.    

 
 

 

FUNDRAISER 

Building Restoration   
 

BASEMENT BURGER BAR is offering to 

partner with us in a fundraiser. For the 

months of March and April - 

ONLY ON SUNDAY -they will donate 20% 

of your FOOD order, minus sales tax, back 

to the church. 

After enjoying a meal, bring your receipt back to the church 

office and place it in the envelope marked ñFUNDRAISERò to 

support the continuing restoration of the church building. 
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THANK YOU FROM THE UMW 
UMW wants to thank everyone who contributed to our 
empty pill bottle collection. We collected 520 bottles! 
Connie Haase has offered to deliver them to Mathew 25 
Ministries in Cincinnati, on her next trip to see her 
family. The ministry will ship the bottles that are free of 
residue from the labels, with other medical supplies, to countries in need. They will 
sell the pill bottles that have the sticky residue remaining from the labels to a 
recycling company. So every bottle will be used for good! 

 
 
We want to thank all of you for your love and prayers, for my sister Kathy 
and us. Having friends really helps when times are tough. 
                                                                          Nancy and Larry Molloy 

 
 

5ŜŀǊ άCŀǊƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ CƛǊǎǘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣέ  
     I wish to reiterate my love and gratitude to 
ά/ŀǊƛƴƎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣέ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
continued to remember me with visits, calls, letters 
& notes of love and concern.  They continue to warm my heart and reinforce my 
general well-being. My cast was removed a week ago, I am in rehab and doing well 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ άŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴέ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ DǊŜŀǘΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ![[ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ .ŜǾ 
Ellis 
 

Dear Bakers & Buyers, Thanks to all the folks who made our February 
bake sale such a success. We truly appreciate the bakers and the buyers 
who spent time, effort and funds to help us finance our Outreach 
projects this year.  From, Outreach Committee  

 

¢ƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ would like to say Thank you so 

much for your continued support of their kids! Your donation 
ensured a child who has been waiting for their childhood to begin 
can experience the fun of the holiday season, and start building 



- 11 -  

happy memories and hope for the future. Thank you so much for not only caring, 
but for taking action, this holiday season. Your generosity means the world to us, 
but more importantly, it means the world to our children. P.S. Stay involved with 
the kids at MCHS all year round by signing up for our newsletter at 
www.mchsmi.org or calling to schedule a tour of our campus. We would love to see 
you and say thank you in person! From, Kevin Roach, MSW Chief Executive Offer, & 
Brooke Adams, Chief Development Office 
 
 

Dear Friend in Mission: 
¸ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
mission across the globe to more than 60 countries and to many 
areas of the United States. Your gift supports missionaries and 
projects focused on evangelism, church development, education, disaster relief and 
rehabilitation, health services, and programs for children and young people. We are 
grateful for your support of this life-giving work. May God grant you a sense of 
hope and joy as you continue your support for mission. Gift Processing Unit 404-
460-7489 or online www.umcmission.org 
UMCOR, The Advance, & Global Ministries  
Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, General Board of Global Ministries and Mary 
Andreolii, Executive Director of Communications, Advance & Fundraising, General 
Board of Global Ministries 
 

 

 

 

Clawson UMW invites everyone to join them on 

Wednesday, April 12 at 7:30pm to hear Faith Fowler 
speak about the Tiny House Project at Cass UMC.  
The event will take place at the Clawson UMC. Please 
let Jennie Macy (248-521-8546 or 
Jennie.mL.macy@gmail.com) know if you plan on 
attending by April 7. 
 

 

http://www.mchsmi.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
mailto:Jennie.mL.macy@gmail.com
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Outreach is also doing its annual 

Aldersgate Homeless dinner on Thursday, April 5. 
Aldersgate FUMC houses the homeless from Cass 
during that week, providing them with breakfast 

and asking for help from other churches to help with dinners.  If 
you would like to participate, dinner is served promptly at 6:00 
p.m.. We encourage  participants from our congregation to eat 
with the people they serve, if possible. Separation and Outreach 
are sort of antonyms when we think about it, though the idea 
may seem awkward, initially.  Some of the "guests"  enjoy 
talking with someone other than those they see every day.  In 
any case, we appreciate cleanup helpers afterwards.  Thank 
you. 
 
Aldersgate Church is on Beech Daly Rd. north of West Chicago 
on the east side of the street. If you have questions, please 
contact: Estelle Kalakailo, 248-471-3123   or 
 telzieginn@aol.com 
 
P.S. There will be a "talent" show after the dinner and while we 
can't promise excellent entertainment, we sometimes 
hear pretty good singing. It's heartwarming to see the 
performers enjoy an appreciative audience. 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:telzieginn@aol.com
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The Nancy Coumoundouros Distinguished 
Service to the Arts Award will be awarded to 
the Farmington Public Schools Art and Music 
Department Chairs, Dave Drake, Stefanie 
Borysiak, and Jennifer Bailey.  
 
A resident of Farmington Hills, David Drake 
has taught at East Middle School for the last 
23 years. In addition to serving as performing arts co-department chair 
and orchestra pit conductor, he has also served the school district and his 
community in a variety of roles. Of all of his activities, he says, "None are 
as important to me as the one that has allowed me to teach thousands of 
kids in our community." David holds degrees from Eastern Michigan 
University and was a member of the Oakland Schools Aspiring Principals 
Leadership Academy. Under his tutelage, student ensembles have 
received high marks at district and state levels and have performed 
throughout the Midwest. David is also a professional musician, 
performing with many local bands and ensembles. Drake says, "I love this 
entire community, the Farmington Public Schools and all of my former 
and current talented students. I value this community and the dedication 
to providing a quality way of life, especially in the arts, for all who are 
lucky enough to live here." 
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Vacation Bible School 

(VBS)  

July 24 th -28 th  2017  

9:00 am - 12:00 pm  

$15 per child  

Ages 3 (potty -trained) 

thru 5 th  grade  

Middle Schoolers, High 

Schoolers, and Adults are 

encouraged to participate as leaders.  

This is open to anyone in the community. If you 

have a friend, grandchild, niece, nephew, 

neighbor, that you think would enjoy the f un 

mornings, invite them!   

At Maker Fun Factory VBS, kids discover not only that 

God made them the way they are, but for a purpose 

too. Maker Fun Factory is filled with incredible 

Bible -learning Experiences kids 

see, hear, touch, and even taste! 

Sciency -Fun GizmosÊ, team-building 

games, cool Bible songs, and tasty 

treats are just a few of the standout activities that help 

faith flow into real life.  
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My name is Debbie Miller and I 
am looking forward to serving as 
Parish Visitor for Farmington 
FUMC.  I have been a member of this 

church for almost 35 years.  I met and later 
married my husband Keith here at this church in July of 2004. 
 Keith and I live in Brighton with our very spoiled doggie named 
Carley.  She is a Morkie - a maltese/yorky mix.  The last job I had 
was as an assistant branch manager for the bank located in 
downtown Farmington across from the church, currently named 
Chemical Bank.   I currently volunteer one day a week delivering 
meals for Meals On Meals.  I also belong to the Brighton Garden 
Club.  The Club maintains several community gardens in 
Brighton.  Keith and I are both active here in the church.  Keith 
sings in the choir and has accompanied our youth to ASP for 
several summers.  I ring in the handbell choir, Chair the 
Memorial CommitteeΣ ŀƴŘ άǘŜƭƭŜǊέ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
year.  This church has surrounded me and my family for years 
with love and support, and I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to give back to this church family. 
Debbie 
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