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THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF FARMINGTON 

     Gospel Truth 
2018   

 

Music Ministries Present 
Come Touch the Robe 

By Pepper Choplin 
 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018, the Music Ministries will 
present ñCome Touch the Robe,ò encounters with the Healer, the 
Servant, and the Lord of Easter at both Worship services.  

 
From year to year, we tell the stories of Jesus in 
a variety of ways. In ñCome Touch the Robeò we 
will encounter Christ as He showed himself to 
be: The Lord of healing, of glory and authority, 

of humility, and of victory. With music, text, and narration this work 
uses the simple garment Jesus wore as a thematic device to recount 
the interactions of several people who were with Jesus during his last 
days on earth; to a suffering woman that robe conveyed healing; on 
the mountaintop the robe shone with glory and authority to the 
disciples: in the Upper Room Jesus laid the robe aside and showed 
humility as he washed the feet of each disciple; at the tomb, the 
grave clothes help us experience the resurrection and victory over 
death. 

Please plan to attend one or both Worship services on 
March 25. 
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      MISSION MINDED: NEXT STEPS 
               By: Rev. Dr. Anthony R. Hood 

 
 On Sunday, January 21, 2018, we convened an All-Church meeting at 
10:37am with prayer and instructions.  The main purpose of the meeting was to 
review and vote on proposed new core values, mission and vision statements.  
After approximately 20 minutes of questions and editing the definitions of our 
vision statement, the vote was held.  There were 68 people present for the vote 
with the following results: 67 approved, 0 disapproved and 1 did not vote.   
 The natural question that emerges is: Whatôs next?  Now that the new 
core values and mission statement have been approved, the next step is to begin 
implementation and alignment.  Implementation will require all committee chairs 
to memorize the mission statement, recite it during their committee meetings and 
to begin strategizing how the work of the committee helps us accomplish our 
mission.   
For example: How does the Trustee committee help us accomplish our mission?   
The Trustee committee maintains our facilities, in good condition, so we have 
space to welcome, connect, disciple and serve.  Alignment will require us to 
evaluate, refocus or re-imagine all our existing activities and events in light of our 
core values and mission statement.  The prevailing question we will ask, of 
current and future activities, events and programs is: How does/could this 
activity, event or program help us accomplish our mission?   
 Members of the core values development team (Gary Figi, Joy Baum, 
Tom Hanson, Rev. Carolyn Wik and myself) will be available to meet with the 
various committees to help with implementation and alignment.  The projected 
date for full implementation and alignment is December 31, 2018, if not before.  
At the end of the 2018, I will propose to the Church Council a set of S.M.A.R.T. 
(Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, Time Bound) Goals, based on our 
mission statement, to focus our ministry for 2019.  
 What can you do to help us move forward?  Commit to memorizing the 
mission statement and core values by the end of 2018.  God has blessed us with 
a mission and vision that will position us for spiritual, numerical and financial 
growth.  Letôs pursue them with passion and vigor. 
 
Blessings, 

 
Pastor Anthony                                                               © Copyright 2018 Rev. Dr. Anthony R. Hood.  All Rights Reserved 
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Sundays  

9:30 a.m. 
& 11:15 a.m. 

Palm Sunday the 25th Cantata 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday Service at Nardin Park UMC  the 29th 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 2018 sermon schedule 
 
 
Mar 4th Weôre in Godôs Hands             Psalm 146:1-6 
 Dennis Haysbert was the recognizable voice for All State 

insurance and their famous slogan:  Youôre In Good Hands 
With All State.  This slogan was designed to illicit a sense of 
trust between All State and its clients.  Unfortunately, many 
of us have experienced what it is like to be in bad hands.  
Weôre in good hands and they do not belong to Dennis 
Haysbert or All State Insurance. We are in the good, just and 
loving hands of God.   

 
Mar 11th Guest Preacher 

    

MAR 18th  Godôs Love Endures           Psalm 107:1-3 
  God is good!  We should always be thankful that Godôs love  
  endures forever, without conditions or requirements.  For if 
                     God loved us in the same manner that we often love one  
                     another weôd have good reason to be anxious.  If God used  
                     the words ñI love You,ò with the same lack of meaning that is  
                     often laden in our usage of the phrase, weôd certainly have  
                     reason to be skeptical. Thankfully, Godôs love is not  
                     conditional, meaningless, temporary or commoditized.  No,  
                     Godôs love endures! 

 

Mar 25th Easter Cantata   
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Menõs Breakfast  

March 4 th  at  

8 am! 
 

 

  Join us for Menôs Breakfast at 8am on March 4th. Our guest 

speaker will be Walt Gajewski. Walt is the manager of the 

Farmington Farmers and Artisans Market. If you have never been, 

the Market is open from May to November, 9 am to 2 pm in 

downtown Farmington. Walt will discuss the possible expansion of 

the market and how to get a booth. 

 

  We will serve our standard fare of fresh 

scrambled eggs, pork sausage, potatoes 

OôBrien, and doughnuts along with an 

assortment of cereal, oatmeal, fruit, OJ and 

coffee. So come join us and leave with a full 

tummy and a smile on your face. 
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March 24th  

5 p.m.  
 

The winter cold is all around 

us. So let the Chili Cook O ff war m your bones. 

Yummy  food, fun people and prizes.  $2 per person, 

 Chili C ooks eat for free  (cooks need to be there at 

4:45 p.m.)   Kids 10  and younger free.   

I hop e that you can make it , this is a very fun night.   

 

 
  

 

 

 

March means spring is coming.  It may still be cold and icy outside but 
winter is on the wane. It's time to think about spring cleaning.  

 

According to Wikipedia, some researchers trace the origin of spring 
cleaning to the Iranian Nowruz, the Persian new year, which falls on the 
first day of spring. Iranians continue the practice of "khooneh tekouni" 
which literally means "shaking the house" just before the Persian new year. 
Everything in the house is thoroughly cleaned, from the drapes to 
the furniture. 

The origins of spring cleaning may date back to the ancient Jewish practice 
of thoroughly cleansing the home in anticipation of the springtime festival 

United Methodist Women  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_new_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drapes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furniture
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of Passover. In remembrance of the Israelites hasty flight 
from Egypt following their captivity there, during the week-long observance 
of the Passover holiday, there are strict prohibitions against eating or 
drinking anything which may have been leavened or fermented with 
yeast (Exodus 12:15, 19). Jews are not only supposed to refrain from 
leavened foodstuffs (chametz), they are expressly commanded to rid their 
homes of even small remnants of chametz for the length of the holiday.  

Traditionally, the Catholic church thoroughly cleans the church altar and 
everything associated with it on Maundy Thursday, the day before Good 
Friday, in the Spring. Spring cleaning persists today in Greece, and 
other Orthodox nations. It is traditional to clean the house thoroughly 
either right before or during the first week of Great Lent, which is referred 
to as Clean Week. This also often corresponds with the Julian New Year, or 
April 1. 

In North America and northern Europe, the custom found an especially 
practical value due to those regions' continental and wet climates. During 
the 19th century in America, prior to the advent of the vacuum cleaner, 
March was often the best time for dusting because it was getting warm 
enough to open windows and doors (but not warm enough for insects to be 
a problem), and the high winds could carry the dust out of the house. This 
time of year is also when coal furnaces wouldn't run and you could wash all 
the soot from the walls and furniture left by the furnace.  

While we here at Farmington First don't need to "shake the house" or 
search for breadcrumbs, we can search out our unwanted items and 
donate them to the rummage sale to be held May 17-18 with set-up and 
sorting on May 13-15.  You can bring your donated items Monday ς 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m.to Noon and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and put them 
under the coat rack in the entry hall. Be sure they are clearly marked 
"rummage."  As a reminder: we do not accept medicine, food, televisions, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leavening_agent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leavening_agent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vacuum_cleaner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect
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luggage, furniture, carpeting, clothes hangers, bed pillows, liquids of any 
kind, electronics, computers, baby car seats, or booster seats. 

 

All proceeds from the UMW rummage sale support various missions. Thank 
you for donating your gently used items to our sale. 
Joy Wilson 
 

United Methodist Women  
 
We are women with a purpose. Wonôt you join us? 
 
General Meeting 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for April 14th at noon. We look forward to 
welcoming Lisa French as our speaker. She is from the United Methodist 
Retirement Foundation in Chelsea. Please bring a sandwich or salad, chips and 
dessert will be provided. 
 
 
Lydia Circle 
 
The March meeting is scheduled for Friday the 9th, 7 PM at Suzann Lanstraôs 
home. Karen Brichford will be presenting the program on the SACRED SPACE 
OF LEGACY/INHERITANCE. Bring a finger food if you are able. We hope to see 
you there. 
 
Connie Haase 
 

 

 
 
 
. 
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Sunday, March 11 th is Daylight Saving 

Time at 2 a.m. turn you r clocks ahead 

one hour.  

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 20th is the first day of spring! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñCome Touch the Robeò 
 Sunday, March 25 th  

 is Palm Sunday  

 
 

 
 

Church Family News and Thank you notes 
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Maundy Thursday Service with Nardin Park 
UMC, March 29th 7:00 p.m. at Nardin Park 

UMC 29887 West Eleven Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills. We will join with fellow 
worshipers at Nardin Park to remember 

Jesusô last meal with those closest to him before his 
ultimate sacrifice for us. 

 

 
 
Friday, March 30th is Good Friday 
& T he Community Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Save the dates May 10, 11, & 12.  
8:00 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. on the front 
lawn of our church. Boy Scout Troop 
45 is having a Flower Sale just in 
time for Motherôs Day. (Sunday May 
13th.) 
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Have you seen Troop 45 lately? 
We were at the 9:30 service on February 11th.  That was when Troop 45 
celebrated Scout Sunday, in recognition of the Boy Scouts of America being 
created in February of 1910.  We hope you enjoyed the donuts and other 
refreshments after the service. 

 
Have you ever been to the Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum outside of Dayton, OH?  
Well, that is where Troop 45 will be going March 16th ς 18th.  We will actually be 
camping on the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and visiting the museum during the 
weekend.     
 
We know spring does not seem that close, but it will be here sooner than you think.  
And Troop 45 is ready to help you start it off with bright colors.  We will be having our 
annual flower sale from May 10th ς 12th out on the front lawn of the church.  So, put it in 
your calendar to stop by and see all the different flower options available. 
 
If you have questions about Troop 45, please contact us: 
 

Michael Ruff, Scoutmaster of Troop 45 at: mrruff@att.net or 248-345-1876 
Or 

Keith Abbott, Committee Chair of Troop 45 at: keith@the-abbotts.com or 248-
489-2401 

     Or 
Go to our website: troop45farmington.org 

 
 
 
Troop 45 thanks FUMC of Farmington for all you do for us. 
Thank you, Michael Ruff, Scoutmaster, Troop 45 
 
 

 
I wish to express thanks for all the prayers, cards, and kind thoughts 
after the incident I had.  
Thank you, Joan Haggard 
 

 

mailto:mrruff@att.net
mailto:keith@the-abbotts.com
https://www.troop45farmington.org/
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UMW wants to thank everyone that donated items 
or money for the hygiene kits that we are putting 
together for UMCOR.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. Thanks to you we are able to provide 
20 kits, money for toothpaste, cover our shipping 
costs and provide money for UMCORôs shipping of the kits to their destination. 

 
 
Marilou Harrison would like to thank everyone who keeps in 
touch with her. With cards, calls, visits and sending her the 
bulletins. She really appreciates all you do to stay in touch with 
her. Her church family means so much to her and this makes 
her feel like she is still part of this church family. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Thank you  for the all the prayers you have  said for my husband Kevin. I 

really appreciate all of the prayers and kind thoughts. 

You really have been a blessing to my family. Thank you. 

From, Janey  and Megan Gilroy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PIECEMAKER QUILTERS - The March quilting schedule is as follows:  Quilting Marathon, 
Saturday, March 10th from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Bring a dish to share for lunch, your own 
beverage, sewing supplies and "Show & Tell" projects.  
Monday, March 19th from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Please bring your sewing supplies.We always 
welcome new and experienced quilters to our group which meets in Wesley Hall. Our contact 
person is Susan Cook - 248-478-4711 if you have any questions. 

PIECEMAKER QUILTER S 
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                         FUMC 
                Free Community Dinner 
                          How Can YOU help? 

      On Any Dinner Friday 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

                    Times to volunteer:  

                    10:30 a.m. to sanitize  

                    2-4 p.m. to prepare food & set up  

                    5:15-6:15 p.m. host or hostess  

                    Greeter at main door  

                     4-6 p.m. to serve  

                     6-7 p.m. to clean up 

                     7 p.m. take laundry home  

                 Take a meal to a FUMC shut in  
                        

 òI was hungry and you gave Me food 
  I was thirsty and you gave Me drink;  

  I was a stranger and you took Me in.ó         
                                                                       Matthew 25:35  

 
 

Community Dinner 

2018 

 Community Dinner Dates 

 March 30th  

 April 27th  

 May 25th  

 June 29th  

 July 27th  

 August 31st  

 September 28th  

 October 26th  

 November 30th  

 December 28th  
 

  Community Dinner 

Sponsors! 

 

Rena & Bob Swanson  

donated $250 to pay 

expenses for the February 

Dinner. This was in memory 

and honor of Renaõs parents. 

Thank you and Bless you!  

If you would like to sponsor all, 

or part of the cost of a dinner, 

please contact Suzann Lanstra 

or Nancy Merrell  

              God Bless You! 
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The cross buns mark the end of Lent (and fasting). 
They are made from a rich egg-filled batter that has 
raisons and currants mixed in. Different parts of a hot 
cross bun have a special meaning:  
 
 The cross represents the crucifixion of Jesus, the spices 

inside the bun represent the spices women brought to the tomb of Jesus. 
 
 In 1592, Queen Elizabeth I, decreed that hot cross buns could no longer 
be sold on any day except for Good Friday, Christmas or for burials. They were 
simply too special to be eaten any other day. The Community Dinner serves 
them as a delicious and filling dessert. 
 The hot cross buns that will be served at the 
Community Dinner will be made fresh that day at the 
wonderful Sunflour Bakehaus just a few steps away from 
our church at 33250 Grand River. 
 Come join us on Good Friday March 30th at the Community Dinner! 
 

                                                                         

       
 

                                                               Ham ς Macaroni & Cheese  

           Green Beans 
                    Veggie Tray 
                                               Hot Cross Buns 
 
                                                                         Meat or Meatless Entrée Options  
                                                                     Gluten Free and Vegetarian Options 
 
                                                                     Good Friday March 30th 5:30 ς 6:30 
              

Good Friday Community Dinner  

What have they got to do with Easter? 
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2018 STEPHEN MINISTRY COMMISSIONING AT  

FARMINGTON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
 

Since September of 2015, Farmington First and Northville United 

Methodist Churches have been working together training new Stephen Ministers.  This 

year three churches, Farmington First UMC, Northville UMC and Hope Lutheran 

Church, joined to train a group of 7 students. On September 9, 2017 the class of 

2017/2018 began with Brenda Smith from Farmington as a member of that class. We met 

at Northville United Methodist Church every week from early September through the end 

of January, for 2 1/2 hours each week. Brenda has successfully completed her 50 hours of 

training and is now our newest member of our Stephen Ministry Team.  

 

As we have done since 2015, both Northville and Farmington have attended each otherôs 

Stephen Minister commissioning. Below are photos from both ceremonies.   

       

 

 

 

 

 

FARMINTON UMC  and 

NORTHVILLE  UMC STEPHEN 

MINISTERS  AND LEADERS 

THAT WERE ABLE  TO ATTEND 

BRENDAôS COMMISSIONING 
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THE CLASS OF 2017/2018 

STEPHEN MINISTERS 
 

LEFT TO RIGHT, ANN ST. JOHN LEADER 

FARMINGTON, KEN, LINDA BRENDA, 

JENNY, NANCY SCHUERMAN, LEADER 

NORTHVILLE, MIKE LIGHTNER, 

LEADER NORTHVILLE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHVIL LE UMC 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

TEAM AT THEIR 

COMMISSIONING . 
 

THE THREE NEW 

MINISTERS FROM 

NORTHVILLE ARE:  

LINDA, JENNY AND KEN 

FRONT ROW RIGHT.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 Please check the 
church website 
calendar for updates. 

 

4 
8:00 & 9:30 am Bible Sermon Text 
8:00 am Menôs Breakfast 
9:30 & 11:15 am Worship & Sunday 
school 
10:30 am Coffee & Fellowship 
10:30 am UMM Mission Meeting 
1:00 pm Jesus In The Gospels 
3:00 pm Angels in Motion 
4:30 pm Guiding Force Jr. & Sr. 

5 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Outreach Committee 
7:30 pm Education 
Committee 
 
 

6 
10:00 am Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm Womenôs Bible 
Study 
6:30 pm Menôs 4th day Group 
7:30 pm Carillon Choir 
7:30 pm Social Justice 
Meeting 

11 DAY LIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 
8:00 & 9:30 am Bible Sermon Text 
9:30 am & 11:15 am Worship & 
Sunday school 
10:30 am Coffee & Fellowship 
1:00 pm Jesus In The Gospels 
3:00 pm Angels in Motion 
4:30 pm Guiding Force Jr. & Sr. 

12 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Growth & 
Membership Meeting 
7:30 pm Boy Scout Parent 
Meeting 

13 
10:00 am Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study  
6:30 pm Womenôs Bible 
Study 
7:30 pm Carillon Choir 

18 
8:00 & 9:30 am Bible Sermon Text 
9:30 am & 11:15 am Worship & 
Sunday school 
10:30 am Coffee & Fellowship 
1:00 pm Jesus In The Gospels 
2:00 Books & Bites 
3:00 pm Angels in Motion 
4:30 pm Guiding Force Jr. & Sr. 

19 
9:30 am Piecemakers 
Quilters 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Caring Ministry 
7:30 pm Library Committee 
Meeting 

20 First Day of Spring 
10:00 am Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm Womenôs Bible 
Study  
6:30 Menôs 4th Day Group 
7:30 pm Carillon Choir 

25 Palm Sunday EASTER CANTATA 
Cantata & New Members 
8:00 am Bible Sermon Text 
9:30 am Bible Sermon Text 
9:30 am & 11:15 am Worship & 
Sunday school 
10:30 am Coffee & Fellowship 
1:00 pm Jesus In The Gospels 
3:00 pm Angels in Motion 
4:30 pm Guiding Force Jr. & Sr. 
5:00 pm Patrol Leaders Council 
meeting 

26 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
6:30 pm Church Council 

27 
10:00 am Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
7:30 pm Carillon Choir 

M
a
r
c
h 
 
2
0
1
8 
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Wednesday 
 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

7:30 pm S 1 
9:45 am Thursday 
morning Bible Study 
5:15 pm LOGOS 
6:30 pm Sanctuary 
Singers 
7:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 

2 
 

3 
 

7 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Disciple III 
7:15 pm Boy Scout 
meeting 
7:30 pm Staff Parish 
 

8 
9:45 am Thursday 
morning Bible Study 
5:15 pm LOGOS 
6:30 pm Sanctuary 
Singers 
7:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 

9 
7:00 pm UMW Lydia 
Circle 

10 
9:30 am Piecemakers Quilt 
Marathon 

14 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
12:00 pm Anna Cook 
Circle 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Disciple III 
7:00 pm Worship 
Committee 
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 
Continuing Ed Meeting 
7:00 pm Trustees 
7:15 pm Boy Scout 
meeting 

15 
9:45 am Thursday 
morning Bible Study 
5:15 pm LOGOS 
6:30 pm Sanctuary 
Singers 
7:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 

16 
6:00 pm LOGOS Sleep 
Over 

17 
9:00 am UMW Reading 
Program-Panera Bread 
 

21 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Disciple III 
7:00 pm Cantata 
Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Boy Scout 
meeting 

22 
9:45 am Thursday 
morning Bible Study 
5:15 pm LOGOS 
6:30 pm Sanctuary 
Singers 
7:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 

23 
 

24 
5:00 pm Chili Cook Off 

28 
6:30 am Prayer Breakfast 
6:00 pm Exercise Class 
7:00 pm Disciple III 
7:00 pm Finance 
Committee 
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 
Continuing Ed Meeting 
7:15 pm Boy Scout 
meeting 

29 Maundy Thursday 
9:45 am Thursday 
morning Bible Study 
5:15 pm LOGOS 
6:30 pm Sanctuary 
Singers 
7:00 pm Maundy 
Thursday Service at 
Nardin Park UMC 
 

30 Good Friday 
Service Noon 
 

5:30 pm 

 

31 
9:00 am Worship 
Committee Decorate 
Church for Easter 
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Outreach wants to thank all the bakers and buyers that donated time 
and currency to make our Valentine fund raising bake sale a success. 
We raised $400 thanks to your skills and generosity. We hope 
everyone who planned to avoid sweets prior to Ash Wednesday 
enjoyed their final sugar high. And for those choosing other ways to 
observe the Lenten Season, we hope you bought enough to indulge 
to your hearts' content.    
 
The fundraiser allows us to support missions and projects in and out 
of our conference so your support is always important. Thanks again.  
 
 
 

 
 

Believe it or not itõs that time of the year       
again time to collect peanut butter and 
jelly for The Head-start children of 
Farmington schools. We will need peanut 
butter and jelly in plastic tubs 18 to 16  

ounces thank you so much. ẑPlease look for the tub, which 
will be out  by the elevator  
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 2018 Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
 

February 7, 2018 

 

Dear Farmington First Church, 

 

Recently I made a decision to go on a short-term mission trip with Newburg United 

Methodist Church. Iôm excited about the opportunity God is giving me to share the love 

of Jesus in Puerto Rico and Iôm writing to tell you more about it and how you can be 

involved. 

 

As you know, this past September Puerto Rico was hit by Hurricane Maria, a category 4 

storm. This storm made direct impact with the island, bringing 155 mile an hour winds 

and several feet of fain. Puerto Rico Governor Ricardo Rossello declared this a 

humanitarian disaster affecting 3.4 million U.S. citizens. What you may not know is that 

today, many months after this catastrophic storm, almost half of the island is still without 

power. Those who are lucky enough to have generators struggle to continue to afford the 

gas required to run those generators. Tens of thousands of Puerto Ricans are still without 

roofs on their homes, continuing to expose their homes, belongings and themselves to the 

elements. The U.S. Government offers a blue roof program where residents can apply for 

a temporary blue tarp roof designed to last approximately 30 days. To be eligible for this 

program, you must have less than 50% structural damage to your home. Approximately 

70,000 people applied for this program. With so many applicants across the island, as of 

December 18th, only one third of residents that have applied for this program have 

received their temporary roofs. 

 

As with many natural disasters, help comes first to people closest to major cities. Many 

of those in smaller, more rural villages have yet to see any help putting their lives back 

together after the storm. Residents are now dealing with issues regarding lack of power 

and safe drinking water, complications from mold due to flooding, and transportation as 

many roads are still blocked with debris. 

 

This trip is especially meaningful to our Newburg family as our music director, Yabetza, 

is from a small town in Puerto Rico. Our team will be traveling to her home town of 

Bayamon Puerto Rico on March 3rd.  Our goal is to bring some hope and some help to the 

people of Bayamon. With your help, we hope to provide roof tarps for 15 families in 

Bayamon and surrounding communities. We will be helping to remove debris and clean 
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up flood damage. We will be providing meals in the community and new toys for the 

children.  

 

I am going to need lots of prayers for this trip. Prayer is really the key to successful 

ministry and this is no exception. Our team needs prayer to be united and to always be 

focusing on God no matter what we encounter. I will also need prayer for me personally 

to stay looking to God and that God will be able to shine through me to bring some hope 

to the people of Puerto Rico. I will also need financial support. My trip will cost about 

$2,200 and I am trusting God will supply this for His work. This will cover my 

transportation and living expenses for the trip, as well as project money for tarps, 

cleaning supplies and food for the community. If you are able to give financial support, 

please use a regular offering envelope from your pew and write your name and Puerto 

Rico mission trip DF4008 to give your tax deductible donation directly to our church. 

Even if you canôt contribute financially, please continue to pray for me and my team as 

we prepare for our upcoming trip. 

 

In closing, I would like to say thank you for reading this letter and for considering my 

needs for prayer and financial support. Please contact me if you have any questions. I am 

extremely excited about this ministry and hope you can share in my excitement. 

 

In His Service, 

 

M. Pat Bradley 

Outreach Committee 
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The next meeting of Books & Bitᴅs will be March 18, 2018 at 
2:00pm in the church library.  The book is Confessions of a 
Murder Suspect by James Patterson and Maxine Paetro.  
Tandy Angel and her brothers are suspects in their parents' 
murder.  ñHaving grown up under Malcolm and Maud Angel's 
perfectionist demands, Tandy decides she must clear the 
family name no matter what.ò 

Books & Bitᴅs is open to women and girls ages 12 and up 
(ages 12-15 need to be accompanied by a mom or substitute 
mom).  Call Jennie Macy at (248) 521-8546 with questions.  
We hope you will join us! 

The books that we read and discuss are selected by the 
group.  We encourage mothers and fathers to read the 
books to be sure they are appropriate for their daughter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books & Bitᴅs 
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2017-18 United Methodist Reading Program  

 

All  (men & women)  are invited to attend the book discussion for 

the United Methodist R eading Program.  We meet on selected 

Saturdays at 9:00am to discuss the chosen book(s).   

 

Saturday, March 17, 2018  at 9:00am,  

at Panera Bread, 34635 Grand River, Farmington  

 

 

The book is When Breath Becomes Air  by Paul 

Kalanithi.  òThis inspiring, exquisitely observed 

memoir finds hope and beauty in the face of 

insurmountable odds as an idealistic young 

neurosurgeon attempts to answer the question 

What makes a life worth living? ó 

 

 

The book is not currently available in the church library.  

However, the F armington Library has a copy, and it can 

probably be found in other local libraries as well.  

 

Reading Program Categor y:  Nurturing for Community  

 

Contact Karen Brichford if you have questions.  

 

 
 

United Methodist Reading Program 
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Whatôs New in the Church Library? 
 
As our church begins its journey toward fulfilling our new mission 
statement and vision, the church library is a good place to gain 
inspiration and understanding. Two newly added books that address 
this are ñHow to Become a Multicultural Church,ò by Douglas Brouwer 
and ñTiny Homes in a Big City,ò by Faith Fowler. 
 
Douglas Brouwer writes the although most churches desire to do a 
good job of being multiracial, multiethnic, and multicultural they have 
no idea of how to begin. This successful pastor offers suggestions 
from his experiences, including such challenges as: language 
barriers, theological differences and cultural stereotypes.  Through 
his career he faced many frustrations and joys as the church he led 
embraced diversity. This book can be found under 250.8 Bro. 
 
Faith Fowlerôs Tiny homes are a shining example of Methodist 
mission fulfilled. Her book is published by her own churchôs 
publishing company, Cass Community Publishing House and 
describes a project that utilized tiny homes to provide poor and 
homeless people with the joy of home ownership. The book includes 
lots of photos with the details of the decisions and logistics involved in 
creating this entire neighborhood in one of Detroitôs most blighted 
areas. This book can be found under 362.5 Fow. 
 
Check out these and other titles soon. The complete catalog can be 
accessed on the churchôs website under the Education button or at 
the url: http://www.librarything.com/catalog/ffumc  Or just stop in and 
browse the shelves. 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/ffumc
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Marriage Chat Rescheduled 
 

 

 
Rescheduled from February 10, 2018 (snow day), 

 there are 6 couples attending the new date, come join us. 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Sherry 
Young will facilitate òMarriage Cható for singles, engaged, or 

married individuals to provide information on what it means to 
be married.  Child Care will be provided and there will be a 

bring your own brown bag lunch.   
 
 
 

 

Do you love the outdoors are you looking for a fun 

summer job? Check out Michigan Area United 

Methodist Camping. They have jobs for the summer. 

https://umcamping.org/jobs/ 

 
Michigan Area United Methodist Camping has 
summer camps for all ages. From Kindergarten 
through High School. They also have Adult retreats. 
They have a Senior retreat, a Choir retreat, Women 
Canoe Trips, Grandparent with grandchild weekend.  
Adult writers & Artist getaway, a Teddy Bear camp, 
Harry Potter camp, horse 

camp, backpacking or Kayak to Picture Rock, Mackinac 
Island camp, Extreme Faith Challenge on Lake Michigan 
with the sand dunes there are so many more events to 
choose from. https://umcamping.org/events/  
 

https://umcamping.org/jobs/
https://umcamping.org/events/

